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Portfolio Submission Issues
Comment:
I'm dealing with this at the moment with Specialist portfolio candidates - some of them are delaying submitting work for marking because they don't want it to be "wrong", even though I explain that's not how it works.
Sue Jones:
You are right – the portfolio evidence is iterative, they need to get it wrong to get it right. This is all part of the feedback cycle. Their first attempt is not what will go into the portfolio.
Comment:
100% and what I say to every single candidate I oversee, but I feel like sometimes it goes in one ear and out of the other. If I had £1 for every time I said "feedback cycle", I'd be able to retire early haha.
Comment:
I've just had exactly this problem with a reg portfolio student - I think it's a common thing coming out of uni.
Sue Jones:
It is unfortunately because a lot of students are very focussed on marks rather than the learning experience. This is how they get to uni and how they measure their success.
Tahmina Hussain:
Perhaps before the candidate begins a portfolio, showing an example/s of a completed or ongoing portfolio that has lots of examples of feedback from the training officer might be helpful.
Sue Jones:
 And talking to a candidate who is further through the portfolio about how they tackled their pieces of evidence and what helped them to improve. They can also show that submitting their initial work wasn't a big deal to get useful feedback to improve.
Comment:
 I do this, specifically by choosing work that has lots of feedback, but it doesn't seem to make a difference.

MCQs and Neurodivergent Learners
Comment:
 I have found with SEND/SPLD students they often do not like multiple choice questions.
Comment:
I struggle with this, and think it's related to my neurodivergence... it's all about the way the question is worded, e.g., a question that asks "which of these statements is NOT false" is actually very confusing, when the question could just be "which of these statements is true".
Sue Jones:
I agree the "stem" of an MCQ question is key - no negatives or double negatives - they are just confusing!!
Comment:
I think it is very important when getting to know your student to understand their preferred learning methods and be prepared to adapt the questions/assessments if required.
Sue Jones:
 This will help them to engage and also make the assessment / piece of evidence more bespoke to them. I think it also helps with deeper learning, and their understanding.
Comment:
I think it also helps with deeper learning, and their understanding.
Comment:
 And vary the questions otherwise they can just copy from previous candidates.
Comment:
Case study based is best - helps apply the knowledge into their everyday practice, sometimes context is key, especially for neurodivergent candidates.

Using Learning Outcomes as Assessment Questions
Question:
 Would it be sensible to just use learning outcomes as assessment questions?
Tahmina Hussain:
 I think it would depend on the way the learning outcomes have been written.
Comment:
 I have got students before to write the MCQ and for each MCQ explain why they have written it.
Comment:
I Have kept to SAQ's for the Reg Portfolio and found that candidates are unsure as to how long the answer should be. I have said its quality over quantity
Comment:
Looking at the learning outcomes for the version 5 of the Cellular Pathology specialist portfolio, most of it read like question. In my experience, trainees rarely remember the answers they gave to essay based questions.
Sue Jones:
 These are not written as we would write learning outcomes - we have discussed this with Donna. They are more what you need to know not what you can do after completing the module.
Comment:
Instead of using all or none of the above, you can ask the trainee to select all the correct options from a list of options.

General Questions and Comments
Comment:
Could I ask if there are any Microbiology TO's that have written questions according to the LO's of the V5 specialist portfolio? If so could you send me your email so I can contact you. Thanks in advance.
Question:
Could these MCQ's not be part of the learners CA. Should we not be looking to utilise our time/training/reviewing when scrutinising evidence to include other aspects of compliance e.g., CPD.
Question:
Is Turnitin switched on in OneFile for reg portfolios?

Closing Comments
· Thank you Jim (and Sue and Tahmina) for today's session, very helpful. I have to leave now for another meeting.
· Thanks guys for everything it was very insightful, will look for the slides on the IBMS website.
· Thank you for the meeting, been very insightful! 
· Thank you, Jim, very informative talk. 
· Very informative talk.
· I have to go now. This has been very useful thank you.
· This session has been incredibly helpful to me as a TO; assessment and feedback should really help the learner, might be re-visiting a couple of assessments.
· Thank you for this Jim. Great session.
· Thank you very useful!
· Thank you - very helpful.
· Thank you very helpful!
· Thank you very much. Really good session.
· Thank you helpful.
· Thank you Jim - such a great session!
· Thank you very much for this informative talk. Ali from the University of Sharjah, UAE.
· Thanks for a very informative webinar.
· Thank you. Great session!
· Thank you all for the enlightening presentation. I will look forward to viewing the slides on the IBMS website.
· Very helpful session, thank you.
· Great session Jim. Thanks.

